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			Film and Television Content and Resource Centres

Welcome to our third and final newsletter for 2025!
 
This newsletter explains how schools can use film and television content (such as news, television programs, documentaries and films) that they access through their resource centre subscriptions (e.g. ClickView, TV4Education, Understanding Faith).
 
Film and television content on resource centre platforms
Schools can rely on the Statutory Broadcast Licence to copy television broadcasts and communicate those copies for educational purposes. Most schools that want access to copies of television broadcasts subscribe to a resource centre (e.g. ClickView, TV4Education, Understanding Faith), which copies broadcasts and then makes the programs accessible on the resource centre platform.
 
How can schools use film and television content on resource centre platforms?
Films, television programs and other content that is available on resource centre platforms can only be used by students and teachers for educational purposes. Educational purposes include: 
· teaching purposes, including preparation for teaching a class (e.g. playing an ABC News weather segment to a Geography class)
· as a part of a course of study (e.g. a teacher asking students to watch a documentary on climate change as part of a science course).
Schools can play film and television content directly from the resource centre platform in class for educational purposes under the section 28 exception. See Performance and Communication of Copyright Material in Class.
 
Schools may be able to download a copy of a program from their resource centre platform and make this available to the relevant staff/students under educational provisions in the Copyright Act.
 
For more information, see Radio and Television Broadcasts Guidelines.
 
What’s not covered by the Statutory Broadcast Licence?
Teachers and students cannot play any content (including film and television programs) that is available on the school’s resource centre platform for entertainment or recreational purposes (e.g. to play at home for entertainment).
 
Schools cannot: 
· play or copy film and television content that is available on their resource centre platform for non-educational purposes at school (e.g. to play at lunch time on a rainy day)
· play film and television content that is available on their resource centre platform in the staffroom or other public area (e.g. a school movie night held on school or other grounds)
· download copies of film and television content from their resource centre platform to share on public platforms (e.g. school websites or social media)
· sell or supply copies of film and television content for a profit
· copy film and television content on behalf of, or lend to, an institution not covered by a remuneration notice under the Statutory Broadcast Licence.
If you want to use film and television content for any of these purposes, see Playing Films for Non-Educational Purposes or contact the NCU for advice.
 
Additional information
The purpose of this update is to provide a summary and general overview. It is not intended to be comprehensive, nor does it constitute legal advice. If you need to know how the law applies in a particular situation, please seek specific advice from the NCU.
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The Official Guide to Copyright Issues for Australian Schools and TAFE




image3.png




image4.png
() _®




image5.jpg




