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			Impact of YouTube Ban for Students Under 16 on Schools
 
Welcome to our final newsletter for 2025! 

We have received many queries about the impact of the Social Media Minimum Age Act (Social Media Act), which includes a ban on YouTube for children aged under 16.

We know schools often use YouTube as part of their teaching and learning activities, so this newsletter gives a quick review of the new changes and answers the most commonly asked questions about the impact of the new legislation.

What does the new legislation say about YouTube?

From 10 December 2025, children under 16 cannot create YouTube accounts. This means students under 16 will also not be able to login to or comment on YouTube videos or upload videos to YouTube. They can still use YouTube Kids and watch videos on YouTube that do not need an account.

See the eSafety Commissioner’s Social media age restrictions hub for more information on the new legislation.

Can teachers still show YouTube videos in the classroom?

Yes. Teachers can still play YouTube videos as part of a lesson/activity under section 28 of the Copyright Act 1968 (Copyright Act). This exception allows teachers to play material in class for educational instruction. The Social Media Act rules do not prevent teachers from using YouTube in this way.

See ‘Performance and communication of copyright material in class’ for more information on when section 28 will apply and what it permits teachers to do.

Can students under 16 watch YouTube videos in their own time?

If the videos are accessible without logging in, then yes, students under 16 can watch them in their own time. 

If students cannot access particular videos because they need to create an account, schools may, in limited cases, rely on the flexible dealing exception (section 200AB of the Copyright Act) to download a video and upload it to a digital teaching environment (eg a school LMS). This will need to be assessed on a case-by-case basis. Contact the National Copyright Unit (NCU) for advice. 

Can students under 16 access videos by logging into their parents’ YouTube account?

Yes. Students can still watch YouTube videos through a parent or guardian’s account, including videos that require a login. 

Teachers can also provide a direct link to parents and ask them to play the video for their children at home, as linking is not a copyright activity. 

For further information on using YouTube, see YouTube – Using.

Additional information

The purpose of this update is to provide a summary and general overview. It is not intended to be comprehensive, nor does it constitute legal advice. If you need to know how the law applies in a particular situation, please seek specific advice from the NCU.
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